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object in assimilating the language of modern Greece to the
ancient language was the identification of the present people
with the old Hellenes. This striving obviously sprang from the
romantic belief that the soul of a people was bound up with
its tongue, and that the restoration of the original language, free
from all later admixtures, would restore- the genius of ancient
Greece in the modern nation. The translation of the old Greek
classics and the Bible into the popular tongue provoked the
nationalists to riots and bloodshed, and prohibitions against cor-
ruption of the language were inserted in the Constitution of 1911.
The adverse influence of this treatment of the living language can
be guessed if one imagines that modern English writers would
have to conform to the grammar and vocabulary of Beowulf,
In the course of-time, however, modern forms were more and
more used in poetry and fiction.1
The opposite course was advocated by a movement for the
reform of the national language in Norway.2 In this country the
language of about two-thirds of the population, including the
greater part of the educated and urban population, was a modi-
fied Danish known as the Riksmaal. It dated from the former
long connexion with Denmark which was severed in 1814. A
part of the peasantry, however, spoke several Norwegian dialects
which were used by Ivar Aasen for elaborating a new language,
called Landsmaal. The Norwegians had no resentment against
the Danes, and in 1905 even elected a Danish prince for their
king. Yet a great campaign developed aiming at the replace-
ment of the foreign Riksmaal by the national Landsmaal. The
greatest Norwegian writers from Bjornson and Ibsen to Hamsun
and Undset have all used the " foreign " tongue. It was also
objected that an artificial language could not be a suitable instru-
ment for higher literature, and that its adoption by a small people
would lead to cultural isolation. After a very long struggle a
bill was passed which sanctioned a compromise,. namely, an
amalgamation of both languages. The Conservatives had strongly
protested against the " vulgarization " of the language as they
called it, while the majority of the Left favoured the reform.
10. SCRIPT AND NATIONALITY
Besides language, script is also significant for nationality.
Before the development of script, and for a considerable time
1 Gf. P. Martin, Grace of the Twtnlieth-Century, 1913, K. Krumbacher, Popuhere
Aufsaetze, 1909 ;   G. Deschamps, tea (Jrece d'atijourdyw, 1903, p. 95.
2Cf. G. Gathorne-Hardy, Norway, 1925, p. 177*